
IT WAS ABOUT THIS TIME THAT KING HEROD ARRESTED SOME WHO BELONGED
TO THE CHURCH, INTENDING TO PERSECUTE THEM. 2 HE HAD JAMES, THE
BROTHER OF JOHN, PUT TO DEATH WITH THE SWORD. 3 WHEN HE SAW THAT
THIS MET WITH APPROVAL AMONG THE JEWS, HE PROCEEDED TO SEIZE PETER
ALSO. THIS HAPPENED DURING THE FESTIVAL OF UNLEAVENED BREAD. 4 AFTER
ARRESTING HIM, HE PUT HIM IN PRISON, HANDING HIM OVER TO BE GUARDED
BY FOUR SQUADS OF FOUR SOLDIERS EACH. HEROD INTENDED TO BRING HIM
OUT FOR PUBLIC TRIAL AFTER THE PASSOVER.
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5 SO PETER WAS KEPT IN PRISON, BUT THE CHURCH WAS EARNESTLY
PRAYING TO GOD FOR HIM. 6 THE NIGHT BEFORE HEROD WAS TO BRING HIM
TO TRIAL, PETER WAS SLEEPING BETWEEN TWO SOLDIERS, BOUND WITH TWO
CHAINS, AND SENTRIES STOOD GUARD AT THE ENTRANCE. 7 SUDDENLY AN
ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED AND A LIGHT SHONE IN THE CELL. HE STRUCK
PETER ON THE SIDE AND WOKE HIM UP. “QUICK, GET UP!” HE SAID, AND THE
CHAINS FELL OFF PETER’S WRISTS.

DAY 3 8 THEN THE ANGEL SAID TO HIM, “PUT ON YOUR CLOTHES AND SANDALS.”
AND PETER DID SO. “WRAP YOUR CLOAK AROUND YOU AND FOLLOW ME,” THE
ANGEL TOLD HIM. 9 PETER FOLLOWED HIM OUT OF THE PRISON, BUT HE HAD
NO IDEA THAT WHAT THE ANGEL WAS DOING WAS REALLY HAPPENING; HE
THOUGHT HE WAS SEEING A VISION. 10 THEY PASSED THE FIRST AND
SECOND GUARDS AND CAME TO THE IRON GATE LEADING TO THE CITY. IT
OPENED FOR THEM BY ITSELF, AND THEY WENT THROUGH IT. WHEN THEY
HAD WALKED THE LENGTH OF ONE STREET, SUDDENLY THE ANGEL LEFT HIM.

DAY 4
11 THEN PETER CAME TO HIMSELF AND SAID, “NOW I KNOW WITHOUT A
DOUBT THAT THE LORD HAS SENT HIS ANGEL AND RESCUED ME FROM
HEROD’S CLUTCHES AND FROM EVERYTHING THE JEWISH PEOPLE WERE
HOPING WOULD HAPPEN.” 12 WHEN THIS HAD DAWNED ON HIM, HE WENT TO
THE HOUSE OF MARY THE MOTHER OF JOHN, ALSO CALLED MARK, WHERE
MANY PEOPLE HAD GATHERED AND WERE PRAYING. 13 PETER KNOCKED AT
THE OUTER ENTRANCE, AND A SERVANT NAMED RHODA CAME TO ANSWER
THE DOOR. 14 WHEN SHE RECOGNIZED PETER’S VOICE, SHE WAS SO
OVERJOYED SHE RAN BACK WITHOUT OPENING IT AND EXCLAIMED, “PETER IS
AT THE DOOR!”
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DAY 5
18 IN THE MORNING, THERE WAS NO SMALL COMMOTION AMONG THE
SOLDIERS AS TO WHAT HAD BECOME OF PETER. 19 AFTER HEROD HAD A
THOROUGH SEARCH MADE FOR HIM AND DID NOT FIND HIM, HE CROSS-
EXAMINED THE GUARDS AND ORDERED THAT THEY BE EXECUTED.

DAY 6
THEN HEROD WENT FROM JUDEA TO CAESAREA AND STAYED THERE. 20 HE
HAD BEEN QUARRELING WITH THE PEOPLE OF TYRE AND SIDON; THEY NOW
JOINED TOGETHER AND SOUGHT AN AUDIENCE WITH HIM. AFTER SECURING
THE SUPPORT OF BLASTUS, A TRUSTED PERSONAL SERVANT OF THE KING,
THEY ASKED FOR PEACE, BECAUSE THEY DEPENDED ON THE KING’S COUNTRY
FOR THEIR FOOD SUPPLY.

DAY  7
221 ON THE APPOINTED DAY HEROD, WEARING HIS ROYAL ROBES, SAT ON HIS
THRONE AND DELIVERED A PUBLIC ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE. 22 THEY
SHOUTED, “THIS IS THE VOICE OF A GOD, NOT OF A MAN.” 23 IMMEDIATELY,
BECAUSE HEROD DID NOT GIVE PRAISE TO GOD, AN ANGEL OF THE LORD
STRUCK HIM DOWN, AND HE WAS EATEN BY WORMS AND DIED.


